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“At any given time, in addition to colliers, there are at least two Soviet 
ships in Gdynia harbour, loading grain, meat, tinned food etc, for transport 
to the USSR* Coal exports to tlie USSR ore carried, on ships of the Liberty 
type (8000 tons) or of the Poznan type (4000 tons) . Two such ships leave 
Gdynia weekly* Every veek, too, two of 3Q0 tons each are loaded with coal 
and. then hauled away by a large tug (about the size of the Polish. Herkules) 
built before World War ZI by the Germans for Idthuanla, It has engines of 
1000 HP and a speed of seven or eight knots, Regularly every week this convoy 
traffics the route Gdynla-Lenlngrad, The inhabitants of Gdynia call it Kohlendi ob , 
in memory of the caricature with which the; Germans fought the 'electric current 
thieves 1 in the occupied countries during World War II, 


95X11 [ |poland*s trade with China was as intensive in late spring 

1953 as ever» Poland expoi’ting m4ch more than she was getting in return. On an 
average every second ship came back empty to Gdynia from China, The others brought 
mainly cotton and a very little silk and rice. In addition to strategic goods 
and war materiel Poland was expo* bing to China considerable quantities of pl«j 

* .* J • VJ t .. m 4.aa 1 r»v»«3 *^4 *V**m» ».?< ol 1 ortn+.c n*P 
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prefabricated metal articles aau rathex* large quantities of rubber footwear* 
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• Fqyoign Currency 

"Sellars atiVl circular 37i the : 


„ i4 «**w'free market in Poland. They ere either bought 
from c&ilorp, who have a foreign currency allowance or acquired semi -officially 
from the Baltona firm. 
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"Baltona is the state -owned enterprise at which seamen may buy with their dollar 
allowance all sor ts of things in short supply in Poland, Naturally the prices 
are much higher than abroad, but it Is a way to obtain the commodities. There- 
fore, dollars are iu very great demand. Sailors get about ten times more zloty* 
for their dollars than the official rate of exchange, .yhis means on important 
source of income for the seamen. In practice, the sailor either accompanies 
his would-be customer to the Baltona shop, vher 5 they buy together the things 
the customer needs, or else the sailor sends an order to Baltona entitling Mr. X 
to buy goods to the value of such and such a sum at Baltona on the sailor's bo- 
half. In thiB case the presence of the sailor is not required. 

"Another foreign currency which is well paid for in Poland is the West German 
Deutsche marks. While the official rate of exchange is 1 DM« 1,05 2 l* the 
unofficial rate is 1 DMT 12 zl /date not specified^/ • 

"The authorities are well aware of this traffic but ignore it, as in this manner 
they are able to collect a lot of foreign currency which otherwise would have boon 
spent abroad* Things have gone so far that advertisements are published in tho 
Polish press abroad urging people to send sums ' in foreign currency to Baltona* 
Their relatives in Poland will then be entitled to purchase scarce commodities 
to that amount at Baltona. 

"The 700-900 zl . which comprise the monthly wage of a fisherman are absolutely 
insufficient to live upon if he has a family* Only stupid men ore satisfied 
with that sum* The rest always find ways and moans to earn something extra* The 
cleverest and ablest earn up to 3000-4000 1 . per month if their ship fishes in 

foreign waters and they run into foreign harbours, 


"A pretty sure way to acquire some foreign money is for a fisherman not to take 
any proper working clothes with him on a foreign trip* In the foreign port he 
than says to the purser or the captain: 'See, I have nothing to wear but rags* 
Please giv e do a letter to Dalmor's representative in the harbour so that I can 
buy some. 1 ] I note: Daimor is the Polish fishing cooperative which 

fishes on the North Sea | 1 Members receive a special foreign 

currency allowance when at se a */ 1 Under the law everybody is entitled to working 
clothes, and the captain cannot refuse the man the required letter « With it the 
man goes to the Dalmor agent-who is usually a foreigner and haB no clothes to 
sell-and says: 1 1 am not in such a tearing hurry about the clothes. They can 
wait until next time. Give me rather the money and keep 10 per cent for yourself . 1 
The agents have never been known to refuse such a deal, and the fishermen ore very 
pleased. Back on board they must, of course, wear the new working clothes of e. 
comrade for a day or two. Later the matter la forgotten, and no questions are 
ever asked. 


"Another way to acquire foreign currency is to make an agreement with the motorist 
or englnser of a vessel. Then the engine of the ship or fishing boat breaks down 
and must be repaired in a foreign port, which takes several dpys* This works best, 
of course, if a certain part cannot be obtained on tho spot and mot be ordered 
from some other place* Then the waiting period is longer* acoincn and fishermen 
are paid a bonus in foreign currency-.^ 1 . 05 -for every day spent in a foreign port 
or foreign slaters. With the proceeds they buy goods for their families or for 
sale Poland and can also have a good time abroad. 


"''Motor breakdowns* became so frequent on Polish fishing boats that in spring ly53 
the authorities established a special 'Polish mission 1 (MI SJA POLSKA ) | | 

to handle such incidents* The miss ion is headed by a Mr. (fnuj HTOJACZAIC and is 
subordinate to the polish Connulate| | For a time this" mission put 

a brake on the motor breakdowns* But Stoj&czak and the members of the mission 
have no objection to making a decent living too. It is said that agreements be- 
tween the mission and the fishing boats are pre cty frequent* But everybody is 
very discreet, and nothing has ever come out. 
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"The Polish regime Itself must he blamed for the above shenanigans. Formerly 
the fishermen had 'an additional source of income in the liver and roe of the 
cod they caught and did not cheat so much. The rules permitted them to sell 
liver ; and roe to foreign manufacturers of cod liver oil, The fishermen could 
lawfully keep two-jthirds of the proceeds. But some time in 1952 the rules wore 
changed: the fishermen still] get two-thirds of the price paid jfor the liver and 
roe but they had to sell the stuff in Poland . This put an end 1 to that income: 
hpbody is prepared! to do the hard work of picking out liver anb. roe for the jfew 
zjpty they bring In tlie Polish harbours. Now the fishermen throw everything inaide 
catch overboard and invent motor breakdowns instead. 

Inventions 

*2*n the general production drive in Poland today the workers are exploited as 
much as possible ajid also encouraged to introduce improvements j and make inventions 
to Increase output* cut costs and save labour. A special national commission exists 
to toot inventions | and improvements and to award premiums f Qr^htbjim^'.vlt la aftlled 
Centrala Komi a, la Wynalazczosci . It has its main offices in Warsaw and territorial 
office© in the important provincial towns, including Szczecin. I j 


“Furthermore, every large enterprise has a special section -usually consisting of 
one so-called •referent* and ;a typist-to handle submitted ’rationalization projects* , 
i act Improvements and Inventions are called. Most factories also have a rationalization 
club ( klub raclonalizatorskl ) , which tries to promote such projects. Every 'factory 
also has its own rationalization commission, on which five or six of its most com- 
petent technicians | are appointed to serve whenever required. They get a feej of 
28-40 zl. per meeting. I The sum varies according to the importance of the enterprise: 
i, at! the Dulmor fishing enterprise it was 28 zl. 

T] i I 1 i ; ! | ’ • 

“If an employee of|a factory-he may be an engineer, a technician or an ordinary 
! worker-deelares that he has invented something useful or has an idea how some 
! machine or production process could be improved, the factory at its ovn cost pro- 
vides him with an engineer and a draughtsman who help him to elaborate the idea, 
j make the necessary I calculations and draw the blueprints. The first Judge of an 
j Invention or improvement is the rationalization commission of the enterprleeL It 
I decides whether the project submitted is a new invention or only an Improvement. 

| ifya borderline between these terms is never clearly defined and the commission has 
i great latitude. For the Inventor, however, the decision is of i vital importance 
as the pay or premium for his invention depends entirely on this distinction L A 
good ‘rationalization* or improvement can bring its. author 4000-6000 zlj; a good 
invention sometimes brings up; to 15,000 zl. j j 

“The Judgment of an inventionj depends largely on the political jattitude of the 
Inventor, Anything a CP member invents is always classified high. However, ! the 

has ; «t;r chances He Is. always present at the meeting of the commission 
and can’ defend his (invention .1 No decision can be, made by the canmlselon unless he 
agrees to It. If ilie inventor and the commission of his enterprise cannot come 
tqi an agreement, tlie matter goes further to the cowmi salon of the town or even 
to< the central commission in Warsaw if necessary. Warsaw’s decision is final, 
j However, such disputes are Infrequent as all inventions are favoured by state 
enterprises and the first commission is usually benevolent towards the Inventor. 

! Ini Judging an invention or improvement the commissions proceed tram three principles : 
j (a^ Whether the invention saves raw material; (b) Whether it saves time; and fc) 
j Whether it increases production. 


IT. 


16 . 95Y1 |a skipper in a fishing cooperative who twice got premium© for approved 

I rationali zation proposals. The second time the award was a gold medal unu a j bonus 
of j 6000 zl, . for an improved fishing net now manufactured under the designation 
! *L r i?-80. * These nets are being used at present in both the Baltic and the North Seas. 

"A Polish fisherman (fnu) DETLAF , constructed a special winch for drawing in jnets. 

He duly submitted ijb in the proper form with all drawings and calculations to the 
rationalization commitlUsft-^nd : did not heor anything about it for several years. 

His invention was buried in the heaps of paper flooding all Polish government 
offices. However, it seems that a functionary in the rationalization office 
privately read Detlkf *s papers and published in the fishing magazine, RYBA1C, iQ* 
full description of' the winch with all calculations and drawings, without mentioning 
that it was a new invention for which a patent was being soughtl The article aroused 
the attention of West German and Dutch fish ing enterprises, who | ex perimented ,wlth 
| ]C ONF TOErNTIAIi j | 
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S t t‘¥™“ + : ri r ne raasazlne 

man. Only then did the Polish a^hoJtSS r^lLelhar^L^^f «**■«-»- 
Production of winches according to his derim ® indention woe valuable, 

•finally got a premium of 1?S fi? fS hJo Sk! * ln JaWBXy 1953 the mac 

fS}! nVeGt±0D8 ln ^ fleld ° f flGhiQK tackleare promoted by M03SKI IMSTOTOT HYBUCKI 

inVentlonB 16 that the various commissions take a long time to 
examine submitted projects, sometimes un to five vears Thin »„ u„r„ nS tlme J° 

ass s^s^srys: syssAsre? 

S^SiTS 2 AS= “ 

/^ P mcn^T Sr the h0 n T r e !f n mcre than 700 a3 • end often a ° little as 500-600 zl 
raust BmRnh^ earnings from the regular Job are not sufficient to live on. 'They 
^ sources of income. This observation does not apply fully to * 

specialist, who are well paid and necessary in their Jobs. y 

bo^r e thlnke h of°the°future l,0l; ^v Olti w' ! rt d ’ iT* 1 unskiilsd workero is auch today that no- 
ShescS iLTJST^a nSTSKT U T/° r the SPmehow * 0 **- and° 

people OM 11 thoosht or the future; „o»e even SHoSto 

S «L"-hufs-e 2: «» rg -2 - - 

oSS“ n»M“oe n ™S. en, S *° **» ™> ““ «P • freer for hi, ..elf 

.» the T SS^SA’SS^SS 

r.uft^H S M Sent T r,obody would > f °r instar.ce, hesitate to stay away from work J 't it 
rw £ In m9ny ca8ee At is more Profitable not to go to the lot for a fev 

P0tatie° s V a°nS regies S ' ***** *° ^ ™ a 

^ r^?u .s:r iy 

ertlficate is regarded as tantamount to szkodnlctwo (sabotage) by the authorities 
£c - . sabotage against labour discipline and production. ‘ 

. gatetfiEfelt Sickness 

"io ( 4 <-o a sickness certificate one must come to an agreement with a doctor This 
is usually, not too difficult. The doctors have the ?ight to issue such ce^tlf^ate- 

t*te cert=in a S°ks in^der fT ***** laccmtB ^iderably, they, too, must 
.ecerun tI^zg in order to make some money. The doctors must be bribed Th- 

it msec mlfV newspaper on the doctor's table with a 5'.' -100 zl. note between 
1 pages. Those who have contacts with foreign countries or -cersons who smuggle 
gooas into ioland, put a pair of nylon stookinge In an envelone' .-.rui .?® 4 _ 

m* nocws reception room. Quite often they also hand over a couple 'of nackages 

?? cl ff®«es quite openly as -greetings from abroad.- lastly one can ® 
vuluntta ily add 30-^0 zl, to the doctor’s fee, 

rne ooctorn have the right to put a person on the sick-list for six days, if he 
j b ** r ,* “ !“ ? tr r ancl canno ’ t £° back to vork, they can recommend him for 

in iw hy a commission on which they usually sit themselves. The commission 

in ltt turn c«n lihc.ro ue s person from \:ork for a fortnight. 


•'Every patient h-r extra opportunities depending on his own powers of irvention. 
S^he^v^: 1 ^” 6 ^ sciauca, and there is nobody who can say 
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for one r eason or another the c ommission de- 
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cides not to believe the recommendation of a doctor (| ^ no case where 

this has happened though the possibility exists), the patient is sent to a hospital 
for a thorough examination# Should he be found healthy, nothing \^orse happens to him 
than being sent back to work. Should a patient like his stay at the hospital, he 
can fabricate all sorts of grave symptoms for his illness, eg add a little blood from 
a tooth or pricked finger to his urine in the morning, and have the investigation con- 
tinue a good deal longer# One of the best 'illnesses to simulate is rheumtisn. People 
who can do it realistically usually manage to get quite a nice rest and holiday at 
a hospital with comparatively plentiful food. Of course, they must have an appropriate 
background: work in the open or in a harbour or on a ship# j 

"Illness does not entail any serious material losses in Poland. For the first three 
days one gets one's full wage and after that 75 pe r cent on the last three months 
average gross income with all the bonuses added. This sum of 75 per cent is paid 
not by the enterprise where one works but by the **•!«> fund. j 

"Illness la generally regarded as an extra holiday which one tries to get if at all 
possible. Workers who have had to work much overtime 'fall ill* periodically. 

The same Is done by seamen on return from a long voyage to China and by fishermen 
with ft long fishing trip to. the Arctic behind them. To some extendi this explains 
why the Polish hospitals are so overcrowded. As a result of hard work and under- 
nourishment the health of the Polish people is not what it v/aa and there are more 
genuine patients than there ever were, but the number of emulators ! is not negligible. 


"The 'siokest* days for fisherman are usually before long trips abroad during whloh 
no calls at foreign ports are scheduled. Seamen and fishermen get an extra bonus 
in foreign currency on long voyages, with which they nan buy goods in foreign harbours. 
For this reason it is easy to collect crews for eg, catching herring, which is done 
on the North Sea up to Iceland, with ample opportunities for illicit! trade. However, 
it is always very difficult to muster a crew on a vessel going to fish around the 
north ooaat of the USSR. As soon as they hear of such a or eject fishermen and seamen 
fall ill right and left, j- May 1953 a few ships put out~to w fish inISoviet waters. 

To fill the great gaps in their crews untrained dockers direct from the street had 
to be engaged as no trained peoplo were available. 




26 o "One gram of penicillin manufactured in Poland cos -or- uo bo 180 zl on the free 
market. Polish penicillin is red and its injection causes Irritation; and pain. 

29. "B’orelgn penicillin in crystal form costs 200-300 zl the gram. The foreign 
liquid (or oily) form costs 400 zl the gram. 

i 

Rfegiatflngft AzbixiSx j 

30 o "Although eight years of Communist regime have necessarily dampened resistance 
activities in Poland, they have not died out. Every now and then one hears of 
anti-regime acts committed by partisans. I 

31* "At the beginning of November 1952, three political prisoners who were! being 

transported from one prison to another were liberated by partisans in the Poznan 
province, three kilometres from Sroda in the Starogard direction. The ; prisoners 
told their liberators that the person responsible for their arrest was; a certain 
militia corporal* Fearing that the partisans would take vengeance on this corporal 
the authorities transferred him from Poznan to Gdynia. On 13 November 52 an ambush 
was arranged for him by night at Oburze, a suburb of Gdynia. It was known that 
he had to take this way every night between 11 and 12 pm on the road phasing the 
Paget company barracks, a nan in a militift uniform came along this road at the 
appointed time. The men detailed to liquidate him carried no arms. Thby asked 
him for a match, overpowered him, atrongled him and buried the body in a hole 
close to a school nearby. A few day later thpy discovered uhey nad killed the 
wrong mar*. It. iVwiuary they took with them a man who knew the corporal 

and asked the latter to a restaurant. After a lot of drinking the party went on 
to the corporal's flat, Where they took his’ own gun ’ and’ killed hiih f with i three shots, 
liiey left *he flat, locking it and the house with the corporal's keys, lit was 
8 am by that time. They took a bus to the station and boarded a train to Gdansk. 
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In the meantime the corporal's landlady had got out of the house and alerted 
the police, who raided the railway stations at Gdynia and Gdansk. At Gdansk 
the police undertook a general control of documents and even asked xho partisans 
for theirs, as they had Just got off the train* Instead of producing their papers 
the men drew the pistols which they had taken from the corporal and started to 
I shoot, killing two policemen and a railwayman who tried to help the pollco. One 
of the partisans, a young man from Warsaw, was wounded and shot himself. His two 
cossradoa ran out through a side door and sprinted for the ruins nearby, Hie whole 
block was surrounded by militia and UB~men for three days. They combed the area 
carefully, but the partisans had vanished. 

"In October 1952 some unknown- men organized a raid on the kindergarten school 
At Oburzc, Gdynia. !fhey took the pictures of Blerut and other 
Wartime Communist leaders from the wall ,*nd tore them into small pieces. They 
hurt nobody but took the school radio with them. These raiders were never caught, 

"In 1951 ULICA BO8MAH0KA in Gdynia was renamed UIICA WIMCENTEGO QRULA In honour 
of a * Oooam^0 ; T5F^SS^ oomo who was killed In 194tt by a resistance group oh 
Gdynia's viaduct. Five times since the nameplate of this street has been removal 
from the building of the polios station or? that street, and from the otfcoz corners. 
The authorities hays to set up new nameplates continually. Such small Incidents 
have become frequent since the death of Stalin. 


25X< 


Htti. titles of film, shown at the Soviet film festival In 


Gdynia are popularly used as pat nemos for various officials or situation.: 
'The Aco of the Secret Service ' - ' AS NYWYADU 1 -Chief of the cadre, 
department 1 

'Nobody Know. Anything * -NIKT NIC NIE WE (a Czech movle)s The account, 
department.: 

' Breakneck Jump 1 - KABKOLOHY SKOK- Jammed buses or other means of public 
transportation." 

-end- 
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